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Series: Living Christian Truth in a Doubting World 
West Side Christian Church Next Steps Summer Study 

Series Webpage: www.RichKnopp.com/living-christian-truth 
 

Part 6 
“Knowing Truth about God From Special Revelation” 

July 22, 2025 
Dr. Richard A. Knopp Website: www.richknopp.com  
Executive Director, Room For Doubt (www.roomfordoubt.com)  Email: Rich@RoomForDoubt.com 

Instructions for Audience Survey & Questions:  
Go to menti.com and use code 2543 6443 OR use this QR code. 
(Sign in, but we will do this at the END of the lesson.)  

Introduction 
A. Developing “certitude” (justified conviction) regarding truth about God. 
B. Two types of God’s revelation: 

1. Natural revelation (Part 5): God’s revelation in nature. 
2. Special revelation (Part 6): God’s more specific revelation within human history. 

C. Special revelation overview: We can know truth about the _________________ of God, 
the _____________________ of God, and the ___________________ of God in us. 

I. The ACTIONS of God 
A. Types of “miracles.”  

1. Creational miracles (Gen. 1:1): God creates or forms something new. 
2. Sustaining miracles (Heb. 1:3; Col. 1:17): He “upholds the universe.” 
3. Providential miracles: Consistent with nature’s order, but the _______________ 

seems miraculous (Matt. 17:27; Luke 5:4-9). 
4. Predictive miracles (Deut. 18:21-22; Isa. 61:1-2 and Luke 4:21; Acts 3:18; 26:22-23).  
5. Suspension miracles: The order of nature appears to be violated or “suspended” 

(Mark 2:3-11; 8:22-25; John 9:1-5; 11:17,38-44). 
B. The purpose of miracles. 

1. To _____________________ God’s supremacy (Ex. 8:10; 10:2; 1 Kings 18:37). 
2. To ________________________ the truth of Jesus (Jn. 10:37-38; 20:30-31; 21:25). 
3. To _____________________ Jesus’ apostles and preachers (Acts 2:43; 8:6-7; 14:3). 

II. The WORD of God 
A. The message ___________________ by God. 

1. God spoke in many different ways (Heb. 1:1-2; Ex. 3:1-6; 28:29-30; Numbers 22:21-38). 
2. God’s message delivered throughout history (Acts 7:1-53; Gal. 4:4-5; Lk. 24:25,44).  

(See the chart on the “God’s Historical Story”) 
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B. The Son ______________________ by God. 
1. The identity of the Son of God. 

a.   The eternal, incarnate (personal) _______________________ (interpretation) of 
God (John 1:1,14,18): Jesus “made him known” [> exegesis]. 

b.   The _______________________ [morphē] of God (Phil. 2:6-7). 
c.   The _________________________ [eikōn] of God (Col. 1:15,19; 2:9).   
d.   The exact _______________________ [charakter] of God’s nature. 

(Heb. 1:3,6,8a ESV). 
2. The resurrection of the Son of God. 

a.   It was ___________________________ (John 11:24; 20:8-9). 
b.   It’s described in all four gospels (Matt. 28:1-10; Mk. 16:1-8; Lk. 24:1-7; Jn. 20:1-20). 
c.   It was first preached (1) publicly (2) in Jerusalem (3) within 50 days of Jesus’ 

resurrection (4) in spite of severe opposition and persecution. 
d.   It’s the primary point in early sermons (Acts 2:23-24; 3:15; 4:10; 13:29-30; 17:31). 
e.   The post-resurrection eyewitness appearances (Acts 1:3): At least 11 

appearances to different persons and groups in different settings. 
f.   It’s absolutely ________________________ for Christianity (1 Cor. 15:14-19).  
g.   It’s presented in the ___________________ written New Testament books 

(Gal. 1:1,11-12; 1 Thess. 1:9-10; 1 Cor. 15:1-4).  
(See the chart on “The Earliest New Testament Books and Events”) 

C. The Scripture ________________________ by God. 
1. 2 Tim. 3:14-17 “All Scripture is ___________________ out by God” [theopneustos]. 
2. 2 Peter 1:16-21 “No prophecy of Scripture comes from someone’s own interpretation. 

For no prophecy was ever produced by the will of man, but men spoke from God as 
they were carried along by the ______________  ______________.”  

III. The POWER of God in Us. 
A. We can have ____________________ knowledge (John 9:25). 
B. We are _________  _______________—a phrase that occurs over 80 times in the NIV 

New Testament (Rom. 8:1; 1 Thess. 4:16). 
1. No _____________________ for those “in Christ.” (Rom. 8:1). 
2. The ____________________ “in Christ” will rise first (1 Thess. 4:16). 

C. The Holy Spirit is God’s gift in _______________ (Acts 2:38). 
1. He is God’s ______________________ [arrabōn] (Eph. 1:13-14; 2 Cor. 1:22; 5:5)—an 

objective truth! 
2. He is our ____________________ witness (Rom. 8:10-11,15-17; 1 John 3:24; 

2 Tim. 1:12-14)—an objective truth! 

IV. Reflections 
A. “Always be ready to give a reasoned ____________________ (1 Peter 3:15). 
B. The Christian Worldview: “The basic beliefs one assumes or thinks to be true about life’s 

biggest questions that are informed by the WORD of God, led by the LOVE of God, and 
lived by the POWER of God.” 

C. ________________ God’s truth with greater certitude; ____________ it with greater 
competence; and ________________ it with greater confidence.  
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“Living Christian Truth in a Doubting World” 
Series Resources 

 
o Series webpage: https://richknopp.com/living-christian-truth/. Continue to use these resources 

for personal study and devotions, and share them with others. 

o Richard A. Knopp. Truth About God: What Can We Know and How Can We Know It? Six short 
videos are also available at https://richknopp.com/truth-about-god/.  

o Room For Doubt Animation: “Why Do You Still Believe?” (https://vimeo.com/327406232)   

o See the searchable website at www.RoomForDoubt.com for many relevant articles. You can 
also sign up to receive periodic updates. 

o See other presentation materials at https://richknopp.com/presentations/.  

o “Science and Christianity Video Collection” by Richard A. Knopp. Thirteen videos on the 
nature and history of science. Available for FREE at https://roomfordoubt.com/science-
christianity.  

 
NOTE:	Room	For	Doubt	is	a	nonprofit	organization	whose	ongoing	work	totally	relies	on	donor	
support.	Please	consider	helping	us.	For	more	details,	see	https://roomfordoubt.com/support.			
 

 
Discussion Items 

“Knowing Truth About God From Special Revelation” 
 
1. What did you learn in this lesson that seems especially important, challenging, insightful, or 
impactful? 
 
2. What’s your reaction to the idea that there are different kinds of miracles? How would you define 
a “miracle”? Have you experienced, or are you aware of, anything that you regard as “miraculous”? 
 
3. In the section on “The Son GIVEN by God” (II.B), what strikes you as particularly important or 
helpful in your understanding of the Son of God or for your personal faith? 
 
4. In the section on the Holy Spirit (III.C), what point or what Scripture seems most encouraging to 
you? Why? 
 
5. As you reflect on the entire series, what was most beneficial or most valuable to you? How can 
you use this material to help someone else? 
 
6. What questions or other comments do you have about this lesson? 
 


