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Today: 
5,800 manuscripts 

(>4,600 of Gospels)

Erasmus had only  
2 manuscripts 

for the Gospels.
(Oldest dated 
to c. 1100 AD)

124 manuscripts within 300 yrs of N.T. completion130-400 AD
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65 papyri within 200 yrs of N.T. completion   Matt [12]; Mark [1]; Luke [7]; John [16]; Acts [7]; etc.130-300 AD

10 papyri within 100 yrs of N.T. completion130-200 AD

P52 (Probably the oldest so far. Papyrus fragment of John 18.)130-175 AD

???????

1,000 years

How do we know if Erasmus had 
accurate manuscripts?

What have we learned?

Tatian’s Harmony of the Four Gospels (Diatessaron)170 AD
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Why do modern translations include 
notes about manuscripts and even 

leave out some Bible verses?

1995 
(revised)

NIV

Codex Sinaiticus

Codex Vaticanus

(Includes all the N.T. and about half the O.T.)

(Includes all the NT except Pastoral Epistles, Revelation, and part of Hebrews)

350 AD

350 AD


